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cism when religious toleration did not exist in name in other coun-
tries of Europe and in England. Except the Papists (extreme fol-
lowers of the Pope) all other religious sects were granted toleration,
i e, freedom of worship. Even the Roman Catholics and the Angli-
cans who were opposed to the Commonwealth were allowed to
enjoy considerable toleration. The Jews too who had been expelled
from England long back were allowed to return and enjoy the right
of private worship. The Quakers were also treated leniently. He
also introduced a number of important reforms in the Church parti-
cularly by driving away the currupt clergy he did a great service to
it. This is true that he wanted to protect Protestants but at the same
time he did not like to persecute others for religious reasons. Gifted
with a liberal mind, Cromwell would have gone even further in grant-
ing freedom of religion but his followers did not allow him to go that
extent. It goes to the credit of Cromwell that he was found to be
tolerant in an age when there was fanaticism and religious persecution
alround.

Charles had appointed Laud to protect and advance the Angli-
can religion. He did not know what toleration meant. He introduc-
ed a number of ceremonies and practices which.were highly offensive
to the Puritans who formed the majority party both among the peo-
ple and in the Parliament. The Courts of Star Chamber and High
Commission were set up to act as active engines of oppression and
injustice and they strongly put down Puritan preachers and publica-
tions and all those persons who did not agree with the views of Laud
and Charles were most severely punished. There was no religious
liberty worth the name.

4.  Bold and Successful Foreign Policy of Cromwell.   It is very
correctly said that Cromwell's greatness at home was only a shadow
of his greatness abroad.   Cromwell defeated the Scots, the Irish and
the Dutch.   Navy was strengthened which led to the increase of trade
and commerce and the expansion of colonial possessions.   He made
an alliance with France against Spain. (It was a mistake on the part of
Cromwell to have made an alliance with France for it strengthened
France very much).   On the whole his foreign policy made England
a powerful country and raised its dignity in Europe.   He obtained a
wonderful success in his foreign policy and made England a great
commercial, colonial and naval power,

5.  Cromwell's Despotism was of a Nobler Type.   There is no
doubt that Charles and Cromwell were both despots but Cromwell's
despotism was of a nobler type for he never forgot that the end of
the government was the well-being of the people.   This good trait
was missing in Charles's despotism. "Cromwell never sought personal
gain or advancement but sincerely worked for the good of his coun-
try/' ^ Besides, there was efficiency in his government though it was
a military despotism.   Charles's despotism was   found  wanting  in
this.

On the other hand in the time of James I and CharieS I the posi-
tion of England was lowered in the eyes of foreign nations. England
played in the hands of France and it had no international